69 Sasana Gonyi Kyaung The life of the Buddha
LESSON 19

YASA AND HIS FIFTY-FOUR FRIENDS

The Buddha preached to those five friends so that they may attain everlasting hap-

piness. Kondanna, the wisest of the five, listened to Him very attentively and understood
the whole teaching of the Buddha. All of them remained there for a short period.

While the Buddha was thus staying in the Deer Park at [sipatana, Benares, there
came to see Him a rich young man of the neighbourhood, called Yasa. And after the
young Yasa had heard the Buddha explain His teaching and what it led to. he was so
pleased with what he heard that he became a Bhikkhu (monk) in order to hear and learn

more.

But towards evening, that day, an elderly man came to where the Buddha was, and
told Him that his son had left home that morning saying he was going to visit the Buddha,
but he had not come home again, and his mother was crying. thinking that he must -have
been killed by robbers on the way. Then the Buddha told the man that his son had be-
come a Bhikkhu and He began to explain His teaching to the new Bhikkhu’s father. And
so well did He speak that when He had ended, the father also asked to be His follower.
The Buddha made him His follower.

Yasa’s father was a millionaire and he invited the Buddha and the other six monks
to take lunch in his house. The Buddha accepted the invitation and went to his house. Af-

ter lunch the Buddha preached to Yasa’s mother and Yasa’s former wife.

Yasa had fifty-four friends. They also were present to see the Buddha and they saw
Yasa as a monk, When they heard the preaching of the Buddha they also told the Buddha
that they wanted to become monks like Yasa himself. The Buddha agreed and made them

monks. [n this way within a short time there were sixty monks.
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For the first time in the world, well-trained monks were sent out by
the Buddha throughout the country to teach the people how to lead a
decent and noble life
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LESSON 20

THE KASSAPA BROTHERS

As soon as He had sixty monks the Buddha sent them away to preach His teaching to

people everywhere and then He himself also left the deer park at Isipatana, and turning
Southwards in the direction of the Magadha country, at last came back to Uruvela.

On the bank of the river there lived three brothers whose names were Uruvela Kassapa,
Nadi Kassapa and Gaya Kassapa. They were living separately with 500, 300 and 200 fol-
lowers respectively.

One evening the Buddha visited Uruvela Kassapa’s hut and said; “If it is not an inconven-

ience to you may I spend the night in your kitchen?”

“I don’t mind, Great Gotama, your spending the night in my hut. But there is a fierce ser-

pent king in the kitchen. I am afraid that it would harm you,” said Uruvela Kassapa.

“O! that I don't mind. If you have no objection shall I spend the night over there?” said the
Buddha.

“All right, go and sleep. Good night and best of luck.” said the ascetic,

The Buddha also wishing him good night went into the kitchen and spreading some grass
on the floor sat down on it. The serpent-king became very fierce and opening his mouth
went to sting the Buddha.

“Tt will not harm this poor serpent-king. But I will subdue him by my love and kindness.”
thought the Buddha.

The more the serpent-king becgme angry the: more kindly became the Buddha. The ser-
pent-king could not do any harm to the Buddha. Early in the next morning the ascetic
thought that the Buddha might have been killed by the serpent-king and said to himself,
“Let me go and bury his body.” So he went to see the Buddha.
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When he went there he found Buddha sitting in deep meditation. "The ascetic was
shocked and asked Him whether the serpent-king had harmed Him or not.

“Here it is, see yourself,” said the Buddha and opened His begging bowl in front of the as-
cetic. Out came the fierce serpent-king. The ascetic ran away for his life. The Buddha

stopped him and said that He had a great charm to tame any fierce serpent.

“Can I too learn it?” asked the ascetic who was very proud of his power at the beginning.
He realised that the Buddha had acquired greater power than he and so he became a fol-
lower of the Buddha.

As soon as his younger brothers came to know that their elder brother had become a
Buddhist, they too, followed him. And all the thousand followers of these brothers also
became Buddhists.
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