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“*Yes, Mallika, she is very dear to me,” said the king.

“*If some misfortune were to happen to Princess Vajira, would that bring sorrow

and lamentation, pain, grief and despair?”
“*Yes,” said the king.

*Sire, it was with reference to this that the Blessed One said that dear ones whom

we love, bring sorrow and lamentation; pain, grief and despair.”

**Mallika,” said the king, “it is wonderful, it is marvellous, how far the Blessed One

sees with understanding.”

When King Kosala lost to his nephew and had to retreat to his capital at Savatthi,
the Buddha commented to his disciples that neither the victor nor the defeated would ex-

perience peace:

“Victory breeds hatred
The defeated lives in pain
Happily the peaceful live

Giving up victory and defeat.”

In a later battle, the two kings fought and King Kosala not only won, but he also
captured King Ajatasattu alive with all his elephants, chariots, horses and soldiers. King
Kosala thought that he would release his nephew, but not his horses, elephants and oth-

ers. He wanted the satisfaction of keeping these material possessions as the prizes of vic-

tory.
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On hearing about this, the Buddha told his disciples that it would have been wiser
for King Kosala not to have kept anything for himself. The truth of this statement still ap-
‘A man may plunder as he will. When others plunder in return, he who is plun-
dered will plunder in return. The Wheel of Deeds turns round and makes the ones who
King Pasenadi Kosala passed away in his eightieth year when his son Vidudabha

plies to this modern war-weary world:

are plundered plunderers.”
revolted against him.
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LESSON 15

KING PASENADI KOSALA (PART 1l)

One evening, when King Kosala was talking to the Buddha, there passed by on the

road a band of ascetics with knotted hair, hairy bodies and long nails. They walked past
slowly, with heads bent low. At once the king got up and knelt down to worship them, ut-

tering his own name three times.
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The king came back to the Buddha and said, “Sir, there were saints among those as-
cetics. Just see how calmly they walked with heads bent down.” With His divine eyes the
Buddha saw that those men were not saints but spies who were sent out to gather infor-

mation.
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‘Your majesty,” said the Buddha, “by mere appearances alone it is not possible for

you who lead a life of comfort to know the real nature of another. If we want to under-
stand a person’s real nature, his good and bad qualities, we must associate with him for

some time. We must be wise and have sharpness of mind.”

“*“We can know a person's purity by conversing with him, observe his courage in

the face of misfortune and understand his wisdom during discussions. The bad people, O
king, sometimes pretend to be good and it is difficult for you to judge their state of morali-

ty."”

King Pasenadi Kosala fought many wars with his nephew King Ajatasattu. He was

defeated once and at another time he was victorious.
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