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LESSON 27

THE BUDDHA'’S ILLNESS AND ANNOUNCEMENT (2)

Even though the Buddha was giving such a clear suggestion, Venerable Ananda
could not understand its meaning to ask the Buddha to live longer for the good, benefit,
and happiness of the many, out of compassion for the world. At that time Venerable
Ananda could not understand because his mind was confused.

”

The Buddha addressed him, “You may leave me, Ananda, for a while.” So Ananda

went and sat under a nearby tree.

The Buddha had appeared on earth to teach the seekers of Truth how to see things
as they truly are and to show the path for deliverance from all the ills of life. The Buddha
reflected about the long years of teaching He had performed to fulfil His purpose. He felt
that He had given all the necessary instructions to His followers, both monks and the lay
followers. tlct only were they following His teaching, they were also able to teach the
teachings to others. He therefore decided not to live up to His full life span and an-
nounced to Venerable Ananda that He would pass away in three months’ time.
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Only then Venerable Ananda remembered what the Buddha had said earlier and

begged Him to live for a longer period for the good and happiness of all.

“Enough, Ananda, do not beg me. The time for making such a request is now past.
Let us now go to the Hall with the Pointed Roof in the Great Wood, Ananda,” said the
Buddha.

When they arrived at the Great Hall, He said, “Ananda, go and summon ali the
monks living in Vesali. Ask them to meet at the service hall.”” When the monks had all
come, He spoke to them, “Whatever truths 1 have taught you, study them and put them
into practice, so that the Holy life may last long for the good and benefit of the many.

“All component things must grow old and pass away. Work out your salvation with
diligence. At the end of three months from this time, the Blessed One will pass away. My
age is now full ripe: my life draws to its close. I leave you, I depart, relying on myself
alone. Be diligent, mindful and virtuous. Keep watch over your own hearts. Who lives out
diligently this Law and Discipline wil! leave the round of rebirths and make an end of suf-
fering.”
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All the Buddha’s disciples were grieved to hear the sad announcement of His death
in such a short time to come. All of them came forward to pay their last respects except
one monk named Dhammarama. They did not know why he did not come and suspected
him of not being loyal and dutiful to the Buddha.

This matter was reported to the Buddha who summoned Dhammarama to His
presence to explain his absence to all the other monks. He then replied that since the
Buddha would be passing away in three months’ time, he thought that the best way of
honouring the Teacher was by attaining Arahantship before His death.

‘Excellent, excellent! He who loves me should follow the example of Dhammarama.
He honours me most who practises my teaching best,” said the Buddha in praise of this
monk.

The Buddha decided to continue His last journey the next morning. His next desti-
nation was the little village of Pava.
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