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LESSON 29

THE BUDDHA’S LAST MEAL (1)

On their arrival at Pava, the Buddha and His disciples were invited by the,son of the
village goldsmith, whose name was Cunda, to a meal called Sukaramaddava or boar’s de-
light. Some scholars believe it was a special delicious dish of mushrooms with that name,

while others believe it to be a dish of wild boar’s flesh.

The Buddha advised Cunda to serve Him only with the Sukaramaddava that he had
prepared. The other food that Cunda had prepared could be served to the other monks.
Then the Buddha told him, “Cunda, if any Sukaramaddava is left over, bury it in a hole. I
do not see anyone in the world other than the Blessed One who could digest the food if
he ate it
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“Even so, Lord” Cunda replied, and he buried the left-over in the ground. He went
to the Buddha, and after paying homage to him, he sat down at one side. Then the Bud-
dha taught him the Dhamma. The Buddha also praised Cunda for the meal which had

refreshed and strengthened Him after His journey. But soon after this, the Buddha suf-
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fered from an attack of dysentery which he had earlier and sharp pains came upon Him.

By an effort of will He was able to bear the pain. Though extremely weak the. Buddha de-
cided to continue on immediately to Kusinara, a little more than six miles away. After a

painful struggle, He reached a grove of Sala trees just outside the town.

The Buddha took His last bath in the river Kakuttha. Resting a while, He spoke thus,
“Now it may happen that some people may make Cunda to regret for having given me
the meal that had made me sick, Ananda, if this should happen, you should tell Cunda
that you have heard directly from the Buddha that it was a gain for him. Tell him that two
offerings to the Buddha are of equal gain: the offering of food just before His supreme En-

lightenment and the offering of food just before He passes away. This is the final birth of
the Buddha.”
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Then He said, “Ananda, please make a couch ready for me with its head to the

North between two big Sala trees. I am tired and I want to lie down.”

Now, on that occasion, those two Sala trees were covered with blossoms through
the influence of the Devas; though it was not the season. They scattered and sprinkled the
Buddha with the falling blossoms, as though out of respect for Him. Then the Buddha said
to Venerable Ananda, “Ananda, the two big Sala trees are scattering flowers on me as
though they are paying their respects to me. But this is not how I should be respected and
honoured. Rather, it is the monk or the nun, or the man or woman lay follower, who lives
according to my Teaching that respects and honours me.”
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