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LESSON 29

THE BUDDHA'’S LAST MEAL (2)

There are four places for faithful followers to see which would be their inspiration.
These are the four holy places made sacred by their association with the Buddha. They

are:
1. The Buddha’s birth place
2. The place where the Buddha attained Enlightenment

3. The place where the Buddha gave His first sermon and set in motion the incompara-
ble wheel of Truth

4. The place where the Buddha attained Maha Parinibbana.”

A little while later it was noticed that Venerable Ananda was no where to be seen.
He had gone into the hut, stood leaning against the door bar and was weeping. He
thought: “Alas! I remain still but a learner, one who has yet to work out his own perfec-
tion. And the Master is about to pass away from me - He who is so kind!”
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And, the Buddha sending for Ananda, said to him, ‘Enough now, Ananda! Do not
sorrow and cry. Have I not already repeatedly told you that there is separation and parting
from all that is dear and beloved? How is it possible that anything that has been born,
had had a beginning should not again die? Such a thing is not possible.

“Ananda, you have served me with'your acts of loving- kindness, helpfully, gladly,
sincerely, and so too in your words and your thoughts. You have gained merit, Ananda.
Keep on trying and you will soon be free of all your human weaknesses. In a very short

time you too will become an Arahant.
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“Now you can go, Ananda. But go into Kusinara and tell all the people that tonight,

in the last watch of the night, the Buddha will pass away into Nibbana. Come and see the

”)

Buddha before He passes away.

So Venerable Ananda, taking with him another monk, did as the Buddha bid him
and went to Kusinara to tell the people. When they heard the news, they were much
grieved. And all the people of Kusinara, men, women and children came to the two big
Sala trees to bid a last farewell to the Buddha. Family by family, they bowed low down be-
fore Him and so bade Him farewell:
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