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LESSON 8

A SICK MAN

The king very unwillingly allowed the prince to visit the city, but he thought it
would not do any good trying to stop him now since it would only make him unhappy.
On this occasion the prince went with Channa, dressed up as young men from noble

families, because he did not want the people to know them.

This time the city was quite different. No more joyous crowds of people hailed the
prince, no flags, bunting, flowers and well-dressed people, but simple people doing their
daily work to earn a living. A black-smith was sweating and pounding to make knives.
The jewelers and goldsmiths were making necklaces, bangles, earrings and rings out of
diamonds, gold and silver. The cloth-dyers were dyeing clothes of lovely colour and hang-
ing them up to dry. The bakers were busily baking bread, cakes and sweets and selling
them to the customers who ate them still hot. The prince looked at these simple common

people. Everyone was very busy, happy and pleased in his work.
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He also saw a man on the ground, twisting his body, holding his stomach with both
hands and drying out in pain at the top of his voice. All over his face and body were pur-

ple patches, his eyes were rolling, and he was gasping for breath.

Once again for the second time in his life something made him very sad. At once
the prince, being a very kind person, ran forward and carried the man and resting his
head on his knee, patted the man and said, “What is wrong with you, what is wrong?” The

sick man could not speak but only cry.

“Channa, tell me why this man is like this?” questioned the prince, “What is the
matter with his breath? Why does he not talk?”

“O! my prince,” said Channa, “do not hold this man like that. This man is sick. His
blood is poisoned. He has plague fever and it is burning all over the body and that is why
he is crying loudly without being able to speak.”

C

-
°Cn

-5
(]
5

-
O
3
S
§
3



The life of the Buddha Sasana Gonyi Kyaung 25

OD@’ﬁ (YSC\O)" s0 CU)CC\O)QC)G [‘3" 2000 CC‘DOD(YS O(YS (YSOG 5(3]0)()5”
iL (ﬂ LOQ{PO @ o(?o 5(' ] @ it C\?J ﬂ‘?o

N ’] C C C ¢ C C C c ¢ C N\ ’] C o [2]
G@?O (0p]00]] QCSQYDSGCDSCD@ 39(\8% C?’)CD(T)Q)GQI)(T) QI(DQICS @?O OOl 6 06|43(Q8 .
C C 2] ﬁ T C (0] (2] C(oe " C N C
00O0E6ANDCAIND|Q60D V&Il 3360 QJD 39%’)3()060)(\{]00 (X?C\)@ZS’B’JS (3(7)[98 jossll(n]lepslav] :TJ’)@(D

° IL IL
O N\ C N "] C (9} o C Q00C N 0 O C N ’] C
QOO O) 63 ?830 OO0l OOC\)%’) F0V) 10991177 D&CID CODC\?J(Y)OJ)G%@O (eplov]]]
Lo L o L Il 1 LL L L °
- Q Q cC © of¢C c O O oC O C "] " (0] C C
SO§ 300 D 006 (E 3(\? ®U)OD8(L)OO’)O? 08[%00? G 0l C\?o 6C3OD’)3GC\)SOD@

(9} C C C
§o?eeza(3]oooou O]?SGCDOOJSJG:?UJ’)(Y) CD’J@(DG:?UJ’JC\\)—) CD’JG@)C O\ROO 00006 U)’)C\\)7

o

8

°

u_ O C \ © o O \NO O oC C ’]\,, (©] N "] C 2] (2] §
. ©C:000:6003 393(\3 8(73 393(\? G(Y?CO’O)Q)O > C\?0 &)é(ﬁ@@’)?() (0p]00]] 3(\3 ° &)8
(%PS?’)GQ?O’)’)@(SO'DOSII O\IDL@ﬁGOgg&ﬂ’)SODé %£6&ﬂ’)8@0€0) I O‘R?D (L)C\%(SGGP(;]?G?O)OSII 3’5866{)0 m

C

(O]
C O C o O C C \’] C C 00 C C C o o
OD(D(TEODC\BS(YL) GC\)’)CS(T&I@SG‘DO’)ODII 323l6 9 ODOD@ 000206 @i%CU) O'{I(DGC\YDCQC?’) CLJO\?

G?U)’J@OS(QU)QSII
“But are there any other men like this?” asked the prince.

“Yes, you may be the next, if you hold the man so close as that. Please put him
down and do not touch him or the plague will come out of him and go to you. You will

become the same as he is.”
“Are there any other bad things, besides this plague, Channa?”

“Yes, my prince, there are hundreds of other sicknesses a painful as this,” replied

Channa.

“Can no one help it? Will everyone be sick? Can it happen at any time by surprise?”

asked the prince.
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“Yes, my dear prince,” said Channa, “Everybody in this would. No one can stop it
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and it can happen any time. One may fall ill and suffer much.”

The prince was sadder this time and he returned to the palace and began to think.
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