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LESSON 17—(2)

SEVEN WEEKS AFTER THE ENLIGHTENMENT
5. THREE GIRLS

During this week, the fifth week, while he was enjoying the joys of freedom sitting
under the famous Ajapala Banyan Tree near the Bodhi tree, three most beautiful and
charming girls called Tanha, Rati and Raga came to disturb his meditation by dancing in
the most seducive and charming manner. They did everything to tempt Lord Buddha to
watch their dance. He just shut his eyes and continued his meditation and many hours

later they felt so tired that they left him in peace.
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6. MUCALINDA (TREE)

He went and meditated at the foot of another tree called the Mucalinda tree. As it
was raining very heavily a huge king cobra came and coiled his body seven times round
the Buddha's body, but kept his hood over the Buddha's head so that the Buddha was
protected from getting wet by the heavy rain. When the rain stopped, the snake became a
young man and paid his respects to Lord Buddha. This snake was supposed to be a su-

pernatural being. Then the Buddha said:

“Happy is he who is contented. Happiness is for him who has heard the truth and

for him who sees the truth. Happy is he who has goodwill in this world towards beings.
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Happy is who lives in this world with non-attachment, passing beyond sense-desires. The

disappearance of the “I am conceit is indeed the highest happiness.”
Q CcC C
& ©ORC0§0 (0000C)

[2] Q T c ¢ Cc o
° ?8(\)%’)63 cd0D OO 803030C€1080?° 38’)8(7)’) Ooo€§Ps

Cc)
3n
°8
-3
3
o
(-
S,
&
0
o
80
G
8

(6l[ep]00]] 8°6C(7c))é° H (3 (YSC\’)’JGOD’JS’BQ'.] (I%ODOS()EGS?’J(YSOD (;]“66" G (YS
L°L§L°%° GP L L°§° 3 GP

o

C

oo
(o] C o ﬁ o C O C c C 9 ’]o Cofn S o C C o\’] <, O,
ﬂCD’D(D’D oogoo?epo@w Qgﬁ(fl_)w(fl) ??@0@)610)68 s Ollgcs|9c 3’3?&\?0 (D’DOE_))QDGL%?O (epl00]] ?OGCD

C

G{PSG]_OOJDSGOJDSQQ’] ?(;]8868 3
(o]
9

§ C\DC\)CSOOD QS C&DCC)°@ @UCJWDU) °08 3261326060300
o] &? [ (ﬂ” 8 LO«.? ° 0 L6P° G

o [
°§(3]U)lel G[é (ﬂ" 30V 5 (I)°[§’)°GOD’J ODO’)(S] H @OS@(S]UJOSII (X%S?@I]UJC(; @US(D’JCD s 0 § 108
°% % °%P° 8 ‘8" o) Q{P" [ o o PSPs &? Q To

cN c c c ¢ c c c ¢ c c o) c oc

GPCG]_O)U)GOD’)OEOD@ G({PﬁCOﬁ@@gﬁll GL&P&CQIQ%OD’)&?OD@ 3’3&]9%0)6]?)3(7? 3’3&]9? 3’2UBC3 @')gl

Ogl @éGOD’JODUJé @é@@@ﬁll ime’)ooé 32 s32 S 0(8 G&)’)é (TSOD °U)é (3 S C(;QOD C@OS@']SH
o gooo Yo 7 81 A ﬂ-g_ 8

n

)

c ¢ ¢C C N C C 9 C C C c(r¢C ﬁ (9}
G({P_Q_CSEIGZOO’JGODE QOAMBMCIGIID (NGAODID (NDDLNOMO C\)? G@?(Y)GOJ’JOD%@@@T [ipcrloplesl-iaviovs)
o I L J O IL o

Co & (<, C QC Co o C_ €.2,9 ¢ Contt
(TDCO(DC()?‘?@CQOD&? %E‘J@O%I@oaio 3?6(&]’)“80&%, c?goq?oo&?ou

7. RAJAYATANA TREE:
During the seventh week He was meditating under a tree called the Rajayatana tree.

On the 50th morming, after His long fast for seven weeks, two merchants came to
His presence, They were called Tapussa and Bhallika. In fact, they were going in a differ-
ent direction to another city. Tapussa and Bhallika offered the Buddha rice-cakes and

honey.

The two merchants, by taking the two Refuges-in the Buddha and the Dhamma,
became the first lay followers of the Buddha. There was no Sangha or Order of Monks
then. They requested the Buddha -for something sacred to keep with them. The Buddha
wiped His head with His right hand and got some hair and gave these to them. This hair
was called Kesa Datu (Hair Relics). With this sacred Hair Relics, Tapassu and Bhallika left
the place. Later when they reached their hometown they built pagodas and enshrined

these sacred Hair Relics in, them.

After His meal, the Buddha began to contemplate. He was reluctant to teach His

Dhamma to the people. He thought people would not be able to understand His noble
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and deep teaching for they were very ignorant. Then Brahma Sahampati - Lord of the

Three World’s (Human, Deva, and Brahma worlds) came and requested Him to preach the
Dhamma to ail. The Buddha compassionately accepted this invitation to expound the

Dhamma.
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