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LESSON 17—(1)

SEVEN WEEKS AFTER THE ENLIGHTENMENT

1. UNDER THE BODHI TREE:

During the whole of the 1st week, the Buddha sat under the Bodhi tree enjoying the
happiness of freedom or the joy of everlasting peace. He was then free from disturbing
thoughts.

2. GAZING AT THE TREE:

During the second week, as a great deed of thankfulness or gratitude to the Bodhi
tree which sheltered Him during His struggle for Buddhahood, He stood a few feet from
the Bodhi tree gazing or looking at the tree without moving His eyes for the whole week.

He was meditating on the Bodhi tree.

Following this noble example all Buddhists still pay respect or homage to, not only

the original Bodhi tree, but also its descendants.
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3. GOLDEN BRIDGE:

He again mediatated during the third week. Lord Buddha saw through His mind’s
eye and knew that the Devas in the heavens were not sure whether he had attained En-
lightenment completely as He continued to stay there, Then to prove His Enlightenment

to them the Buddha created a golden bridge in the air and walked up and down for the

whole week.
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4. JEWELLED CHAMBER:

In the fourth week, He created a beautiful jewelled chamber and sitting inside it
meditated on the Higher Teaching, or ABIDHAMMA. His mind and body were so purified
that six coloured rays came out of his body. They were blue, yellow, red, white, orange
and mixture of these five. Today these six colours form the Buddhist flag. In fact that week
onwards all the six colours were round his whole body. Each colour represented one no-
ble quality of the Buddha. Yellow for Holiness, white for purity, blue for confidence, red
for wisdom. orange for desirelessness and the mixed colour represented all these very no-
ble qualities and we too, if we develop our minds and bodies to a high degree of purity,

can gain these colours.
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