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LESSON 25-2

THE TWO CHIEF DISCIPLES

“Tam only a newcomer into the monk’s life of the Buddha,” replied the ascetic

modestly. It is only very recently since I began to study Buddha’s teachings, so I do not
know very much yet about His Teachings. I cannot explain it to you in every little point.

But if you want I can tell you the summary of it in a few words.”

“That is all I want, brother,” said Upatissa quickly. “Tell me the summary. The sum-

mary is just what I want, What need to make a lot of words about it?”
“Very well, then,” said the ascetic ““listen!”
The Buddha taught:
“There is a cause for everything,
The Buddha knows it;

He also knows that if there is no cause there is no result, This is what he teaches.”
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Assaji was the name of this ascetic whom Upatissa met and spoke to. Assaji was

one of the first five monks who listened to the Buddha’s first sermon (Lecture).

Venerable Assaji spoke only two lines, but Upatissa was so clever that he under-
stood the other two lines and the meaning of the whole stanza. He realised the Truth that
everything that ever has come into existence, or ever will come into existence, must pass
away. And he said to the ascetic: “If this is the doctrine you have learned from your teach-
er, then indeed you have found the state that is free from sorrow, free from death which
has not been made known to men for ages and ages.” Then he thanked him, paid him
due respect and took leave of him. Off he went to find his friend Kolita and to bring him

the great news that at last he had found what they wanted.
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After a while he met his friend and before he spoke a word Kolita said:

“Why, brother, how clear and shining your face is! Can it be, brother, that at last you
have found ‘The Truth of life’ we both have been seeking so long?”

“It is so, brother; it is so,” was Upatissa’s glad reply. “! have found the Truth of life.”

“But how, brother, how?” Kolita asked eagerly.

When Upatissa explained to him how he got it, Kolita too realised the Truth of life
and both of them went to see the Buddha. As they had already known His teaching it was
very easy for the Buddha to make them monks. In a short time the Buddha made them
His chief disciples. Sariputta’s wisdom and Moggalana’s miraculous power are well
known in Buddhist history.
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