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LESSON 28-1

LADY - PATACARA

During the Buddha's life time in India there was a multi- millionaire, in the city

called Savatthi. He had a most charming daughter who was called Patacara. She had only
one brother. Her parents loved her so much that they kept her in the seventh storey of

their mansion and did not let her go anywhere.

When she was sixteen years old her parents made arrange- ments to marry her to a
son of another millionaire. But Patacara had already fallen in love with her page boy. A
day before the wedding she told her boy-friend, “My parents are going to give me in mar-
riage to a young man of such and such a family and when I am once inside of my hus-
band’s house you will never get in. Therefore if you really love me don’t delay a moment

but find some way or other of getting me out of this place.”

“Very well, my love: tomorrow, early in the morning. I will go to the city gate and
wait for you at such and such a place. You manage somehow or other to get aut of this

place and meet me there.”

Next day early in the morning, as arranged before, she dressed up like a servant,
took a water pot and went as if she was going to fetch water. She met him and ran away

with him to a very far away place.
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After sometime Patacara wanted to give birth to a child and told her husband,
“Here I have no one to help me. But a mother and father always have a soft spot in their
heart for their child. Therefore take me home to their house, so that I may give birth to my

child in their house and under their care.”

“My darling, what do you say?”, said he, “If your mother and father were to see me

they would torture me to death. It is out of the question for me to go.”

She begged him over and over again and each time he refused to go. One day when
her husband was away she went to her neighbours and told them, “If my husband ask
you where I have gone, tell him that I have gone home to my parents.” Then she went

away. In the evening when he returned the neighbours told him his wife has gone home.
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Quickly he ran after her and overtaking her, begged her to return to his home. But
she refused and went on, followed by him, until she reached a certain place. There she
had the pains and gave birth to a son. Then she thought, “There is no point of going to my

parents’ home now,” and returned with her husband to his house.

After some time again she wanted to give birth to a child and just as before she left

for her parents’ home when her husband was not at home.

Her husband went after her and begged her to return to his home but as she re-

fused to return he too followed Her as ore.

Now as they went on their way a fearful storm arose. The sky was shining with
flashes of lightning. There was strong wind and very heavy rain. Then Patacara told her

husband: “Dear, the birth-pains have come upon me. I cannot stand it; find me a place
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out of the rain.”
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