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LESSON 29-1

ANGULIMALA — THE BANDIT

Angulimala was the son of the adviser to the King of Kosala. His father’s name was Bhaggawa and

mother’s name was Man- tani. His real name was Ahinsaka.

When he was bom, all the weapons in the country shone very brightly by themselves. The king was
very frightened and the next morning he called his adviser to find out the reason why the weapons were

shining. The adviser said, “My wife has given birth to a son, your majesty.”
“Then why do the weapons shine in this manner?” asked the king.
“Your majesty, my son will be a bandit, a wonderful bandit,”

“Will he rob alone or with a gang?” asked the king. “He will be single-handed, your majesty,” said the

father. “However why don’t we kill him now?” asked the king.
“As he will be alone we shall be able to catch him red- handed,”’ said the father.

When Ahinsaka was old enough to go to school his father sent him to a school in Takka Sila. Abhin-
saka was the strongest, brightest and yet most obedient child of all the children in the whole school, Other
children became envious of him. They began to back-bite to the teacher and made him hate Ahinsaka. And
when he had finished his education the teacher told him, ‘Now as you have finished your studies here you

must pay me my tuition fee before you leave this school.”
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“How much should | pay you, Sir?’ asked Ahinsaka.

“You don’t have to pay me in cash. Bring me one thousand right-hand human fingers,” said the teach-

er.

Although it was a niost difficult thing for him to do Ahinsaka promised to bring them and got ready to
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go when his teacher called him back and ‘said, “Remember not to bring two right- hand human fingers from

the same person,”” because he expected that Ahinsaka would bring only one and then he could punish him,

Ahinsaka had never harmed anybody before. He did not know how to cut people’s fingers. However,
he had to obey the teacher, and taking a sword in his hand off he went until he reached the country called

Kosala where King Bhaggawa was ruling.

Hiding near a jungle highway, he waited for passers by, and whenever he met a person he rushed at
him, killed him. cut a finger from his right hand and hung it on a tree until vultures and crows had caten its
flesh leaving bones. Then he made a garland of such finger bones and he was therefore known as Angulima-

la. (Anguli=fingers: mala=garland),

Now he became most crucl. bloody-handed, unkind, and killing daily whoever he met. Then people
began to go in groups of three, four, eight, ten, twenty. thirty and so on. But as soon as they heard “l am An-

'II

gulimala. Don’t run!” they all began to shiver, tremble and could not run any farther. Then Angulimala killed

them and cut one finger from cach of them. Then people gave up that highway.
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Angulimala went to another district and began to kill again. Then King Kosala arranged a strong army
to go and capture the bandit. His mother, Mantani. heard of the King's pre- paration and she was very wor-
ried. She told her husband: “Dear our son has become a bandit. The king himself is pre- paring a big army to

kill our son. Can you go and stop him?”

“Darling, he is very ficrce now. He may have changed completely and if | go there he may even kill
me. | do not want to get killed." But the mother was very soft hearted. and kind and loved the son more than
she loved herself. She thought, “T must go to the jungle myself to save my son.” she took some provisions

and set out for the jungle.

Now Angulimala had killed 999 people. He had spent months and months in the jungle without any
proper food, sleep, bath, or cleaning his body or clothes. His whole body was stinky. He hated that life and
wanted to live a decent life. However he had to kill only one person. He thought, “Today even if my own

mother comes, | will kill her and cut off a finger to complete one thousand fingers.”
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