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LESSON 31

SUNITA - THE SCAVENGER

In Savatthi in India there was a scavenger named Sunita. As a road-sweeper he re-

ceived a very small salary which was not enough for him to buy his daily needs. He did
not have money enough to buy his clothes or medicine. He slept on the road side, for he
did not have a house to sleep in. He saw other people enjoying themsclves but he could
not mix with them because people called him an outcaste. Whenever a high caste person
went on the road Sunita had to leave the road completely for them and stand very far off
the road because if his shadow fell on the high caste person he would be scolded and
beaten until he bleed very badly. He could not lear anything because he was very poor
and had no chance to attend the religious practices. So he lived a most miserable and un-

happy poor life.
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One day he was sweeping a dirty, dusty and smelly road. His body was covered

with dirt and sweat. He was wearing only one small piece of cloth. Suddenly he saw the
Buddha coming along that road with thousands of monks behind Him. Sunita was col-
lecting the swept dirt and rubbish, putting them into baskets, keeping them on his head
and carrying them away to throw. And when he saw the Buddha and thousands of
monks coming towards him, his heart was filled with joy and fear. Finding no place to
hide on the road he put his yoke in a bend of the wall and stood as if stuck to the wall
joining his palms in respect to the Buddha. The Buddha came near him stopped and
spoke ta him ina voice divinely sweet saying “My dear friend, do you like to leave this job

and to become a monk?

R L

QC > (O C N C ’](’ ’T‘ C ocC ’] C C C (9]

0\368@[2[92 GO’)’)C‘S@@@I caICGc0O (G)]_(T)(m Og)g()())é]ﬁ og)gec?qﬁeoou @ooogoo?q)zc?goowoemqu@
C
C

i
S MOSBRL cePEBLSePs QoD 06:60len 222009038 6MPECLRD &§300070:
1 ﬂg SPE?GPﬂ (D ° ] L:? %I QI° (QPJoLL"L:?Gﬁo °
C C C C 00 o C C (=] Q
0P @)2@)800000’) COM3POF|PI0M  3YIIEAEVIEOE0NI @oomo?spzm VF2$332§2390
[of C

C(e C C ° C
Og)oGGPOO[So G@g))’) (T)GJCID’)GO)’)?COZ@@OGOD’) @C?’)GO&’) 3’203@(03 éil

(f)c"[—gj é(j]QDC\D"OO GG"GO)’S@QO C"
61 ?" l%l N1 ° iL 8

Nobody had ever spoken to Sunita like this before. His heart was filled with such a
great joy and happiness that his eyes were filled with tears. He could not talk for a mo-
ment. He did not believe his eyes and ears. He never knew that the Buddha was so kind.

He always had received orders but never a kind word from anybody. So he said, “O! Most

Venerable Sir, | always have received orders, but never a kind word. If you accept a
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dirty, and most miserable scavenger like me why should [ not like to leave this dirty job,

Sir?” said Sunita.

Standing on the same spot the Buddha ordained Sunita and took him along with
other monks. Afterward no one knew what his caste was and everybody - kings, minis-
ters, commanders in chief or anybody respected him.
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