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LESSON 32

BUDDHA AND THE SICK MONK

On one occasion, while visiting a monastery, the Compassionate One entered a

chamber where lay a Bhikkhu in great agony, suffering from a loathsome disease. And
although there were many bhikkhus present at the monastery, not one concerned himself
about the sick brother. The Buddha beholding his woeful condition, at once began to
minister to him. He called Ananda and together they bathed the sufferer ‘and eased his
pain. Then they lifted him from his unclean bed and placed him upon a comfortable rest-
ing place.

Thereupon He admonished the monks at the monastery for their neglect, He en-
joined them hereafter to nurse the sick and suffering. “Whosoever serves the sick and suf-
fering, serves me”, He concluded by saying.
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LESSON 1-1
THE BUDDHA'’S PAEAN OF JOY

The Buddha had withstood the worst attacks of Mara. Finally, the Evil One retreated
and the angry storm which he had raised died away. Now the mind of the Blessed One
relaxed into peace. The great darkness faded away and the full moon and stars reap-

peared again.

The Lord passed into deep meditation, passing beyond the limits of human under-
standing, seeing the world as it is and not as it appears to be. Like an eagle soaring effort-

lessly to the sun, His mind moved swiftly onward and upward.
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He saw his past lives and all his former births, with their good and evil deeds with

their gains and losses. As His mind soared higher and carried swiftly onwards, He saw the
round of birth and death of ali mankind. He saw beings born repeatedly and die accord-

ing to their Kamma.

Those who did good deeds were rewarded with heavenly births. Though these re-
wards lasted longer than the joys of earth, they were impermanent. Those who were suf-
fering in hells would also continue in the round of rebirth. All beings are caught in the

world of ignorance and suffering.
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