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LESSON 10-1

ALAVAKA, THE DEMON

Conversion of a Cannibal

Alavaka, living near the city of Alavi, feasted on human flesh. So fierce, pow-

erful and crafty was he that he was known as the ‘Demon’.

One day, the King of Alavi went hunting for deer.in the jungle when he was
caught by Alavaka. The king begged to be released, but in return for his freedom he had

to send one person everyday into the jungle as offering for Alavaka.

Everyday a prisoner would be sent into the forest with a plate of rice. He was
told that to gain his freedom he had to go to a certain tree, leave the plate there and he
could go free. At first many prisoners volunteered to go on that ‘simple’ mission. But as
the days went by and no one returned to tell the other prisoners what had happened, the

prisoners were forced each day to go into the forest.
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Soon the prison became empty. How was the king to fulfil his promise of
sending a person each day to be eaten by the Demon? His ministers advised him to drop
packets of gold in the streets. Those found picking the packets would be caught as thieves
and sent to Alavaka. When the word got around, nobody dared to pick the packets. As a
last resort, the king started catching children for offering. The terrified subjects fled the
city, leaving it deserted. There was only one more boy left - and he was the king’s son.
With much reluctance, the king ordered that the prince should be sent to Alavaka the fol-

lowing morning.

That day, the Buddha happened to be near the city. When He surveyed the
world with His Divine Eye that morning, He saw what was going to happen. Out of com-
passion for the king, the prince and Alavaka, the Buddha travelled the whole day to the

Demon’s cave and in the evening. He arrived at the entrance of the cave.

The Demon was away in the mountains, and the Buddha asked the gate-keeper if
He could spend a night at the cave. When the gate-keeper had gone to inform his master
about the request, the Buddha went into the cave, sat on the seat of the Demon and

preached the Dhamma to his wives.
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When the Demon heard what had happened from his servant, he hurried home,
very angry. With his extraordinary power, he created a terrifying thunderstorm which
shook and lighted up the forest with thunder, lightning, wind and rain. But the Buddha

was unafraid.

Alavaka then attacked the Buddha by throwing his spear and club at Him,
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but before the weapons could touch Him, they fell at the feet of the Blessed One.

The life of the Buddha

Unable to frighten the Buddha, Alavaka asked: “Is it right that you, a holy

man, should enter and sit amongst his wives when the owner of the house is away?” At

this, the Buddha got up to leave the cave.
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