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LESSON 10 - 2

ALAVAKA, THE DEMON

Conversion of a Cannibal

Alavaka thought, “What a fool I am to have wasted my energy trying to fright-
en this ascetic.” So he asked the Buddha to enter the cave again. The Demon ordered the
Buddha three times to get out and three times to enter the cave with the hope that he
could kill the Buddha with fatigue. Each time the Buddha did as He was ordered. But
when the Demon asked the Buddha to leave for the fourth time, the Buddha refused to do
so, and said, “I'm not going to obey you, Alavaka. Do whatever you can but I'm going to
remain here.”

Unable to force the’ Buddha to do what he wanted, Alavaka changed his tactics and
said, ‘I will ask you some questions. If you can’t answer Ill split your heart, kill you and
throw you over to the other side of the river.”

The Buddha told him calmly, “There is no one, Alavaka, whether man or de-
va, ascetic, brahma or brahmin who can do such things to me. But if you want to ask any-

thing, you may do so.”
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Alavaka asked some questions which he learned from his parents who had in
turn learned from generation to generation. He had forgotten the answers, but he had

preserved the questions by writing them on gold leaves. The questions were:

“What is the greatest wealth for a man? What brings the highest bliss when well

mastered? What is the sweetest of all tastes? Which is the best way of life?”

The Buddha answered:

“The greatest wealth for a man is confidence. The true doctrine when well
mastered brings the highest bliss. The sweetest taste is truth. Wise living is the decent way
of life.”

Alavaka asked many more questions all of which the Buddha answered. The

final question was:

‘Passing from this world to the next, how does one not gtieve?”

(®] ¢ C C O
39’3%’)0(7) GGOC\L)GOD’D GQegc?okﬂ’JoCDE G@g@g(ﬂloaooom QUMM CMLAIDEIID Q)ﬂo GU)({I’)O(D

3n
(')
3
.
5
()
-2
ce
&
o
s
S
g
o

C N ¢ C C ¢ (9]
ODCGOO(I)’JO?GCD’J Gé:%g?dﬂ’%@@@(\)&)@ll Géogc?oéﬂﬁo()? Gﬁa

(9] co O 2] ¢
%G@E{I’DOO?GUIOJ &R@?U)GGU)’?GOII @3’3@610@06039 G@ég?oqpo?’)-

"eL)D S °méGM(6\3B@ém°&3° 326 °@°$° 88@?69@90730'73(\\)7 (0p] é" ((5 U)USG@')(TS é
U" 610 o, AL G1""L°L L L1 0J°U 61
C & C o) oc ") N 0(0C o o) X5 o)
326(NDCLA0EID 6”6300’38(73 GOS&CODINDQD! 39613DGODCD(D 33%”_ ?&)3 396103)@0730’)’30) 200M
[ TR L o] [ [ [
c o ocrc C C o De¥e K,
CDOOC\?G?CX?C C320 396000028?2 G%CX?C C3QO1I

cOID °U)OSG(D')(YS\39[§C€S'3°&3° 326€). s03 86&?6"60\) § (D@ C@ OD:;]CD ol 39@CCD °
O’{P" 610 ENGRN 61" R @ L gu =) Gp" J‘? GP"



183 Sasana Gonyi Kyaung The life of the Buddha

C (9]

CD%I)(T)GPSCDé 39%”_@%8?8633) SQGIOJDB(DBJ SQCDg)QD()g)éCG?(IL)

GCD’D?éSBg)GC\DGCD?CDéII

On
(_QTJ
8
(&,
S,

G) o
3
Q
-8
Y
3o
On

C C C (9] C C o O
39’3%’)00000 Gg?omoooedoogmmeeogc?oeﬂoo(? 60620 @UDOO)’)UfGP m 33)00?00? G@@ooeoo
GC\)ODéII

G?’)OOSO HEISH =0 W o N =1k 8? O) GJ:'O

ovlep 20lo03: Snomes 652050000003 OO°G[§’)6° ¢ 32005500:8C082500: G@(ﬁe e@é
op? Ty PP PR FRFFCOOGRS 3

L AL
Q)c?égll
The Buddha’s reply was:

[e]

‘He who possesses these four virtues - truthfulness, good morals, courage

and generosity — grieves not after passing away.”

Understanding the meaning of the Buddha’s words, Alavaka said, “Now I
know what is the secret of my future welfare. It is for my own welfare and good that the
Buddha came to Alavi.” Alavaka prostrated before the Buddha and begged to be accept-
ed as a disciple.

The next morning when the officers of Alavi came with the king’s young son,
they were surprised at the sight of the Buddha preaching to Alavaka who was listening
attentively to the sermon. When the boy was handed to Alavaka, he was ashamed of him-
self to receive the boy as an offering. Instead he stroked the boy on his head, kissed him
and handed him over to the officers. After that the Buddha blessed the child and Alavaka.

Indeed, the conversion of Alavaka the cannibal showed how the Buddha, with his
great wisdom and compassion, could tame a savage and change him into a gentle disci-

ple.
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